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shores, Mr. Rundle and the other brave men
who served and fought on the LST—460 en-
sured the ability of our country to lead the
world in securing democracy for those less
fortunate. As these men gather together to
celebrate their brotherhood, it is my hope that
they are filled with a great sense of pride and
accomplishment as our freedom is possible
because of their great sacrifices.

On behalf of Florida’s 16th Congressional
District, | want to express my deepest grati-
tude to Mr. Rundle and the other crew mem-
bers of the LST—460 for their honorable serv-
ice to our Nation.

RECOGNIZING SEPTEMBER 11 AS A
DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

SPEECH OF

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
voice my full support for H. Res. 643, recog-
nizing September 11 as a day of remem-
brance, extending sympathies to those who
lost their lives on September 11, 2001, and
their families, honoring the heroic actions of
our Nation’s first responders and Armed
Forces, and reaffirming the commitment to de-
fending the people of the United States
against any and all future challenges.

Six years after that infamous day, the emo-
tional scars are still laid bare for millions of
Americans. While many of our citizens lost
families members, friends, and loved ones in
the attacks of that day, we all lost the sense
of safety and security that we had enjoyed be-
fore the greatest terrorist attack ever on Amer-
ican soil.

| am proud of how we came together as a
Nation and stood united against those who
would do us harm after the reality of what had
happened sank in. Indeed, | cannot remember
another singular event that caused that type of
wholehearted solidarity, not only between all
Americans, but between all citizens from
around the world who stood with the United
States against evil and tyranny after that fate-
ful day.

Mr. Speaker, this is what makes it even that
much more heartbreaking today, that we have
squandered much of the compassion and
goodwill towards our great country with the ac-
tions that the Administration instigated fol-
lowing September 11th. Instead of finding
Osama Bin Laden and finishing the job
against the Taliban in Afghanistan, we fool-
ishly invaded another sovereign nation that
had nothing to do with the terrorist attacks,
and one that had never threatened our coun-
try.
Instead of capitalizing on the goodwill that
was genuinely felt by citizens around the
globe to help us fight terrorism and mark a
new beginning in global cooperation and
friendship, the President instead turned com-
passion and empathy into resentment and an-
tipathy towards the United States by attacking
another country without provocation or cause.

Mr. Speaker, it is our job as Representa-
tives of this great country to repeal this failed
policy of preemptive war. We must begin the
business of uniting this country and winning
the hearts and minds of the citizens of the
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world. America must regain its place as the
leader of the free world, not through brute
force and military might, but with the charac-
teristics that put us there in the first place:
compassion, generosity, empathy, and humil-
ity. In doing this we can ensure that those who
died on 9/11 did not do so in vain, and we can
ensure that those who sought to topple our
great democracy and shake the American
spirit have only succeeded in doing the very
opposite.
—
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 14, 2007

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | am both
pleased and honored to share with my col-
leagues the work of a distinguished program
that began in a converted 1956 school bus
named “La Tortuga” or “The Tortoise” which
became a portable classroom. This program
on wheels was the dream of a young man that
saw a need to serve and thereby improve the
quality of life of the migrant and the rural poor
of Arizona.

Founded in August 24, 1967, through this
young man’s vision and tenacity, Project Port-
able Practical Education Preparation (PPEP)
began serving the needs of migrant and the
rural poor of Arizona to improve the quality of
lives though self-help programs which became
PPEP’s fundamental mission. Today | wish to
recognize their 40th anniversary.

An article in The Arizona Daily Star, written
in November 1967, had this to say about
Project PPEP: “Its goal is summed up in the
title, a practical education which is brought al-
most to the doorstep of unskilled and poverty-
stricken people in Southern Arizona. Its meth-
od involves the use of constant information;
finding what kinds of education the people
want and then providing it.”

Since October 1967, slowly, laboriously, La
Tortuga crawled back and forth along the hot
dusty miles from Marana, Arizona to
Tumacacori and Patagonia in southern Ari-
zona. The old green bus stopped in poor
Mexican-American, Bracero, Native American
and Black communities, bringing Project PPEP
and its belief in “Si Se Puede” (yes it can be
done) to hundreds of low-income populations
in rural Pima and Santa Cruz Counties.

After gaining acceptance in the communities
along the way, John David Arnold, the founder
and CEO of PPEP and La Tortuga’s driver,
mechanic and teacher, used this circuit model
for delivery of social and educational serv-
ices—a model used some 300 years earlier by
Father Eusebio Kino, the great mission builder
of the southwest. Today PPEP is supporting
the construction of twelve brick and mortar
schoolhouses for at-risk students (graduating
over 2,400) and La Tortuga’'s legacy is trav-
eling down the information super highway as
PPEP designs two virtual academies: the Ari-
zona Virtual Academy (AZVA) and the Insight
Virtual Academy of California (IVAC).

The work of Project PPEP and the leader-
ship of Dr. John David Arnold have been cited
as national models eight times in the CON-
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GRESSIONAL RECORD, including citations by
Congressmen Morris K. Udall, Jim Kolbe, ED
PASTOR, and Senators Dennis DeConcini,
MIKE ENzI, JOHN MCCAIN and JON KyL. Dr. Ar-
nold was honored twice at the Clinton White
House among numerous other recognitions
nationally and internationally. Recently Dr. Ar-
nold was appointed by the League of United
Latin American Citizens (LULAC) as their Na-
tional Education co-chair and International Re-
lations co-chair. Furthermore Dr. Arnold was
the Arizona LULAC Man of The Year in 2004
and 2006, and in 2004 was awarded the pres-
tigious Cesar Chavez Award for Community
Service and Leadership.

| wish to commend and congratulate Project
PPEP CEO Dr. John David Arnold, the Board
of Directors, and the 476 staff on their 40th
year of providing personal financial training
and services which have enabled families to
become self-sufficient, including over $19 mil-
lion in loans through its micro-credit loan pro-
gram.

To list all of the good work Project PPEP
has accomplished in the last 40 years would
be a daunting task. Project PPEP has made it
possible for many rural families to achieve the
dignity they deserve. For all their good work
they are much deserving of Congressional
recognition.

———————
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my support for H.R. 2467, a bill to
designate the United States Postal Service fa-
cility located at 69 Montgomery Street in Jer-
sey City, NJ, as the “Frank J. Guarini Post Of-
fice Building.” | also urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Congressman Guarini was born on August
20, 1924, in Jersey City, NJ. His career in
public service began in the United States
Navy during World War Il, where he served on
the USS Mount McKinley from 1944 to 1946.
After the war, he decided to pursue higher
education, earning a B.A. degree from Dart-
mouth, a J.D. degree from New York Univer-
sity, and a LL.M. from the same institution in
1955.

From 1965 to 1972, he served in the New
Jersey Senate and was elected to represent
the 14th Congressional District of New Jersey
in 1979 and retired in 1993.

He was an active and productive member of
the Ways and Means Committee, where | was
proud to work closely with him to ensure in-
come security and health care coverage for
many Americans. In the spirit of this historic
committee, Frank was a colleague who always
sought to achieve bipartisanship.

Congressman Guarini is a dear friend with
whom | enjoyed working in this great body. |
admire him not just because we have very
similar backgrounds, but because | share his
pride in his ltalian-American heritage. He is
fully entitted to the honor being bestowed
today.
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